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AS TO THE PLATFORMS.
The Difference Between Meaningless Political Piffle

and a Clear Statement of the Needs of the Masses.
The law has served a

good purpose. It has given the
old parties an "ishoo." The Dem
ocrats say it proves their friend
ship for labor. The He publicans
say that they are also "friends
of labor,"' but that it is not good
for labor to have an administr.i- - I

tiou that yields to so small n
fraction of tlieir members

It is tlie most pitiable bunk the
politicians have hud to chew the
rag over. There is nothing
tlieir platforms to quarrel over,
ltoth are alike. The only live
questions touched upon in these
platforms are militarism and wo-
man suffrage. Both parties de-

clared for militarism and both
straddled suffrage.

Th e two conventions that
drafted these platforms were
composed of politicians and cor-
poration lawyers of which even
the capitalist papers were ash
amed. The mass of voters had
no more to do with those couven --

tions than they have with tin 1
war in Europe. They are only bin with representation In ton-expect- ed

to swallow the mm j sreSS and a democratic form of
that the corporation tools have
cooked up.

There is but one part.v in which
tlie voters had any choice of can- -

dtdatei and the draft of the plat- -
form. The capitalist papers don't 14. The freedom of press, speech
tell you much about this. They I and assemblage,
fear that if the old party voters' IB, The increase of the rates of
learned how the Socialists nomi-'th- c rates of the present income
rutted candidates and adopted tax and corporation tax and the
their platforms, the old party extension oi inheritance taxes,
voters might got the habit. graduated in proportion to the

The old parties siient between ,aluc of the estate and to neur-- .
' million and three million dol- - ness of kin the proceeds of these

urn in nominating eanh of their j taxes to employed in the
tickets to say nothin; eializntiou of industry,

of state an d county tickets. m. The enactment of further
W here do you suppose this money measures for general education
comes from? How much of it did and particularly lor vocational
you pay directly. You pay it all education in useful pursuits. The
indirectly. The trusts foot the Uureau of Education to made
bills and tack the cost onto the In deoartuieut.
sale price of the products that
you buy.

How different it is in the So-

cialist party. It has a dues-payin- g

membership, and is governed
by its t membership. Capitalist
parties are financed from the top.
The Socialist party Is financed
from the bottom. Hence the top
rules in capitalist parties, while
the bottom rules in the Socialist
party.

Benson and Kirckpatrick were
nominated the presidential can-
didates of the Socialists last May.
There w as no booze-soak- ed con-

vention with brass bands, opened
with hypocritical prayers.

As muny locals as wanted to
presented candidates within a
stated time. When the time was
up all of these names were sub-

mitted to the membership by
mail all over the nation, and you
voted at your local or at home
and mailed your choice back to
tiie national office..

The platform was adopted in
the same way. Any local could
propose a measure and, if sec-
onded, was submitted. The final
draft of the platform was sub-
mitted to the membership for ap-
pro, al or disapproval. if there
were conflicting measures, both
were printed and the voter could
take his choice.

The trouble of the w orkers who
vote the old party tickets is that
they have no confidence in them
selves. "We can't do anything ; j

we wont stick together. ' ine
reason for this is that they have
never discovered their common
interests their class interests.
And the press they read and the
politicians they listen to see to it
that they are kept blinded.

1 uin sure that very few, if any,
workers read the old party plat-
forms. They are just as well off

A if they didn't, for there is noth-
ing in tliem but rot. but 1 want
you to read the platform adopted
by the votes of working men or
this nation and see if you don't
conclude that there are some
workers in this country who
know what they want.

Not many of you will vote for
this platform lor you don t want
to lose your vote. If you are a

vote UU..I)08C over
something you uou't want

and then cuss because ol' getting
it. Here the Socialist part.v

0 St
POLITICAL DEMANDS.

As measures calculated
to strengthen the w orking class
in figut for the reulizea lion
its ultimate aim, the i

Coiniuouwealth, and to increase
power of resistance against

capitalist oppress.oa, advo-- .
cate aud pledge ourselves and our

elected officers to tne following
program :

1. Uurestricted and equal Bufi- -
rage men and women.

'J. The immediate adoption of
the ed b. Antuouy j

amendment" to the constitution. , ir..:...., .. ...... ... : . , .
OI tne Ullllt'u noirn laiiLiu ine
suflrage to women ou equal
terms with men.

S. adoption of the initia-
tive, referendum aud recall and

,i,.ir.ti'tiftniil Hnipouiritfllinn . Li""' .-- r-

nataonaily as as locally.
A' The utuv 1 on of the Henate

and .of the veto power of tbi
rSeelection of the President

4and the vice-presid- by direct

ote of the people.
0. The abolition of the present

restriction upon the amendment

be

be

we

of the constitution ho thnt instru- -

merits may be amenduble by a
majority o f the voters in the
country.

7. The calling of a convention
I

for the revision the constitu- -
lion of the United States.

8. The abolition of the power
usurped by the Supreme Court of

the constitutionality of legisla-
tion enacted by Congress. Na-
tional laws to be repealed only by
act of Congress or by a referen-
dum vote of the whole people.

0. The immediate curbing of the
power of the courts to issue in-

junctions.
10 The election of all judges of

the United States Courts for
short termsrrmu',' -- ,.4. fl

r ;

the law
12. The granting of the right of

suffrage in the District Of Colum- -

municipal government for purely
local affairs

13. The of democratic
government to an L'uitcd states
territory.

17. The enactment of further
measures for the conservation ol
health and the creation or an in-

dependent department of health.
18. The abolition of the monop-

oly ownership patents and the
substitution of collective owner-
ship, with direct rewards to in-

ventors by premiums or royalties,
t

COLLECTIVE OWNERSHIP.
I. The collective ownership and

democratic management of rail-
roads, telegraphs and telephones,
express service, steamboat lines
and ail other means of transpor-
tation and communication and of
all large-sca- le industries.

II. Tne immediate acquirement
by the municipalities, the states
or the federal government all
grain elevators, stock yards, stor-
age ware-hous- es and other dis-

tributing agencies, in order to re-

lieve the farmer from the extor-
tionate charges of the middlemen
and to reduce the present high
cost of living.

3. The extension of the public
domain to include mines, quarries
oil wells, lorcsts and water power

4. The further conservation and
development of natural resources
for the use and benefit of all the
people :

by scientific forestation and
timber protection.

by the reclamation of arid and
swamp tracts.

by the storage of flood waters
and the utilization water povv- -

el.
by the stoppage of the present

extravagant waste of the soil
and the products of mines and oil
wells.

by the development of highway
and water systems.

5. The collective ownership of (

laud Wherever practicable, and in
cases where s.ich ownership is im-

practicable, tlie appropriation by
taxation of the annual rental
value of all land held for specu-
lation or exploitation.

0. All currency shall be issue.!
by the Government oi the United
States and shall be legal tender
for the payment or taxes and im-

post duties and for the discharge
of public and private debts. The
Qovernemt shall lend money on
uolias lo coauties and muuicipali- -

or establishing puoi.c utilities
and lor building or maintaining
public roads and highways, and

. , , .... I,,, 1 nut- - nan
of

, L TISC: such
saiu

are to be ,.OUUKi a twenty
Rnd annual installments

uud the cunency issued for that
purpose by the Ooveriunent is to
be cancelled aud destroyed seria-
tim as the debt is repaid. All
banks aud banking institutions
shall bo owned by the Govern-
ment of the United States or by
the States.

7. Government relief of the un
employed by the extension of all
uscfUp public works. All persons

illrt,ioveti OI1 8Ucn work to been--
gaged directly by the govern-
ment under a work day of not
more than eight hours and at not
less than the prevailing union

The Government also towages.
. , . i. , .. 1. n 4 . .estanusa euipiojuicu-- . uiumwi

tead mouey to 8tates and rmunici- -
...iv,1, o, .,,.., ui A eho ioTS "pibffi

tlTS otKand other organizations of

producer you win use mis pia tit;tj ttt a nominal rate of inter-for-

but you will prefer to t f th-- of taking
for

are

general

its of i.

its

lor

"Susau

The

well

I

of

extension

of

of

of

.....

workers, and to take such other
measures within Its power, as will
lessen the wide-spre- ad misery of
the workers caused by the mis-
rule of the capitalist class.

INDUSTRIAL DEMANDS.

The conservation oi human re--

'souices, particularly oi tnc live
land well-bein-g oi tiie workers
and their famines.

l. by shortening the 01 k day
in keeping WltU tne Mcreuscu
productiveness of machinery .

U. By securing tne freedom of
political and economic organiza-
tion and activities.

3. by securing to e very worker
a rest period oi not less tiiau a
day and a half in each week.

4. by securing a more effective
inspection of worKsnops, factories
uiiu mines.

0. by forbidding the emplOJ
nr nhilrli'foi miner eighteen

vear8,r faBp :

L !' Uj rorb.dd,iig the .terstut
transportation Of the produotS Of

S.'.. -- if ' sr Jr ,..y
... ' fr A r

- js j& it' --' . fj

lit .'.f . J'i'.-.s-i -

mm'

if

...... uvjiniuu
rncl0, is all in

1

wnat tney the
will get

after It is my opin- -
Ion the knew

what the
do when they

fused their
in
some the train-- ;

men the
their union my

the law was
I was that

saw it as
,law

tnran'fl rw
4

will- tte

EMPLOYERS
now there is

among the
for an

day. The experience at the
Ford has prot--
ed that can w ill do
more work and work an

day In a
day. At the Ford three
years ago, the hours were

.but the force
not At the end of the
year it was the

1

do not the exact per-
centage but do

the
me.

Now, if men can and do
out and better

eight hours in ten,
all employers of labor know
They keep an eye on

They are not fools. Then
why do they oppose the
day'.' I will tell you.

To keep a slave you
must keep him work, so that

mind he may have is
on what he is

idle brain is work
is saw the

class.
An cijht hour day the

time read, and
reason. men who now have
the day the

child labor and of all uninspected I are intelligent. The unor-fuctori- es

and mines. work long hours

'j&jxrk

rnii

for

would
yield

found

devil's

gives

a

! Day are the skilled

' 1 .

or xou are tola that vau
get good pay and only
men are In ease you
ure tne servant.

Let a nttma urliani
VOL! Hit' b III lONt 't J I tll !i(is.s. ( It np
iu Washington you have

are
your We call

them the administration, aftera siege at the night
they get up about 9 u m., take a

"eye-opene- rs' then eat
No day here

At they iu the
lu a body called

A
in House off

hypocritical of less thana in
After meet

to what it calls
Its work

"leave to
in the Congressional

to be free,
to us "free born'

is in less than
hour, when it for the
day. For you

This Donkey Denies He
ElUUT-HOl'- R LAW. The s
a Labor should gree it was only an emcr- -

as ur gency and will have to
the Santa Ke railw ay has ileclar-- be fixed later,
ed, that he will the eight-- j Now 1 want give these

law by vay toa howl would go up from Slder. are given du-th- e
kept "an- - ties to if you you

etc.: are called before the boss to ex-w-ho

should be put behind plain. If you are to show
until he learns that it was not your fault, you

the law. may hold job. Hut there is
Not so Ripley. He is a dig- - suspicion that you were negligent

nified gentleman. In my or incompetent, you are laid off,.,,, ui run- -
the law

be.Pla'!.and l" 'or public
1UHD11114111U11. iiium ine.v suijust wanted

aud the bala IICO
the election.

that railway heads
exactly president and
congress re--

to at
Joint meeting New York.

Last week of
had of Kicker at

meetings, and ar- -
ticle on itad
and discussed. told
some the Kicker did,

,ouuu wuu
Tito k .,,..,-,,.,-

in President
Wilson.

While I hope not, yet I fear that
confiden ee receive
shock AFTER election. IMt

Tofr!Teai pTsuSit7
TaS's tbfftta towM of

WHAT HEAR.
Just almost uni-

versal movement or-

ganized workers eight
hour

factories clearly
workmen and

better in
than

plants,
reduc-

ed to eight, was
increased.

that pro-
duct had greatly increased.

remember
of increase, re-

member that figures aston-
ished

turn
more product pro-

duct in than
this.

such mat-
ters.

contented
at

whatever
centered doing.
"An the
shop,'' an old of ruling

workers to study
The

and highest

They
gauized laborers

present,

workers.

urea,
competent

wanted. this

me illustrate

several
hundred employes who suih
poeedly servants.

poker before

few and
breakfast.

noon assemble
Capitol building
congress. well-pai- d "emineut
divine" each saws a

prayer
minute lenjrth

prayer in' congress
proceeds "work.'"

consists chiefly of ask-
ing print" campaign
speeches Re-
cord, sent out, postage

Rubes. Often'
congress session an

adjourns
this they charge

THAT blow-hole- s. law-mak- er

official that
deoiare, President Ripley, measure'1

ignore to rail-ho- ur

passed congress, trainmen something eon-wb- at

You certainnewspapers about perform, Tail,
archist, "lawless agitator,- -

prison ablle
bars to respect

your
with

opinion,

anything

copies

pressed confidence

severe

for pay that barely keeps them
alive. The Steel trust destroyed
organization among its employes
with bullets. The stock-holde- rs

drew 80 million dollars in profits
during the last quarter, while the
men who produced this wealth
worked twelve hour shifts for 'i
miserable existence.

In what condition is a man aft-
er he has worked hard for twelve
hours or even ten? Can he read
or think intelligently espe-
cially when the wolf of want Is
at his door? L'st:ially he has a
large family in Which one or more
members are always sick because
of poor housing and Insufficient
food. He cannot think. He can
only worry.

1IUB

The masters know thi They
know they must keep their slaves
at grinding toil and at the edge
of want in order to keep them
from discovering the leak thru
which the products of their labor
flows into the pockets of Idlers,

The masters also know that the
workers are afflicted with that
touch of human nature so conspi-ciou- s

among the masters the
more they get the more they
want. The 8-- ho ir day gives the
worker time to read ami lama
and reason With his issoclates.
And that Is what the taasti
fear.

The solidarity of toe laborer
at the pu.ls mvann the euooeM o'
the cause of the workers.

j
!

is Hitched.
7,:iuu a year and "trimmiugs.'

Whiie you are tlie boss, yet tue.v
fix their own salaries u.ta hours.

To be oil' on a druuk does nut
interfere with then pay. Tue.vmay be at home . ur uopeai'ing Cu
you lor votes to keep tliem on tht
job. and their pay noes right on.

lliese men are Supposed to be
smart. Thej ure s..ppoe,i to b
statesmen and law-make- rs, That
is their job, aud when the com
among you lor votes, they tellyou tuey are capable.

These men have just handed you
a -- package'1 called the ur

law tnut they themselves admitis very faulty..
They say the.v did th is workhurriedly, but will fix it alter the

election. Mr. 'lr..iumau, does .v o .r
boss accept SuCh excuses f rou you
when you are caught sleeping atthe sw itch?

The railroad dav is based on
miles 100 miles lor a day. This
law says nothing about miles. A
passenger trainman often makes
his 'day'1 in five hours. The new
law would require them to workeight hours, wouldn't it V

Do you know that the little
nation of France, about the size
of one of our states, lias used up
over ten billiou dollars since tin-wa-

began. How will the people
of France who are left after thiswar is over, pay the Interest on
such a stupendous debt? They
will probably not try. That wlil
be the sensible thing to do con
fiscate the debt aud kick the rul-
ers over-boar- d.

WHAT 18 LABOR TO DO.
It is a crime, the way the capi-

talist news service keeps its rend-
ers in ignorance. In no other
couatry are Important facts so
cautiously and systematically
kept from the people.

The Kjliticnl struggle in this
country is not whether Dem-
ocrats or Republicans shall hold
public jobs. The issue is between
capital an. I labor, and by keeping
quiet about it and refuslnj to
recognise iv tne plutea hope to
imagine that it doesn t exist.

We are governed by court- - amiguns. The capitalists are in con-
trol of both. Hit the court de-
cisions against labor arc li. com
ing so infamous that labor is bi
coming very restless,

Twenty years ago congress
passed what is known ns the
Sherman anti-tru- st law, Tir-la-

was the piute remedy to pre-
vent great combinations of

j wealth called trusts Nobodj
ever suspected that this law
WOUld ever be twisted to a;
effectively to labor and labol
alone, but it lias been applied no
w here else.

A lew rears auo the hnttom r.f
manbury, t'oun.. struck against
their emniown t hnvnn u--

inaugurated against i.'ils mad.
by Lovv e & Co, Lowe & Co. i . i

lor damages and got judgment
lor about half million dollars
against tlie union hatters. Tin:
homes of the hatters were sold to
pay the judgement.

However, Gouipers is the bead
of the American Federation of
Labor and supported the Dem-
ocrats four years ago. When con-
gress met he went there and ask-
ed for a law to prohibit labor
organizations from be. tig attack-
ed by tne Sherrman iav. buii .
"friends oi labor," tiie Donks gavt
Qompers what he asKeu for the
Clayton law. Uompers was hap-
py and is again supporting the
bonks. He bedeves in rewarding
his po.itieal I fiends even if union
men do lose their ii Hues and tneli
liberty.

Never again would the courts
attack labor under tne (Sherman
law, aiu Ouuii,ers. but Qompers
has not yet oiscovered tu n
are governed b,v courts and not
congress.

Two decisions have been bund-
ed down vvitiiiu the puyt B0 day s
that knocked the Clayton Law
into a cocked nat. Xhe latest
w as a case in Arkansas ugaiust
the Western Federation oi Miners
tnl o.er t. midntr. rfril I U ru Hum.
ages. The Milwaukee Leadei
j,i b that this latest decision is

the worst ever, and taat II it
stands it meat, tne destruction
o. unionism.

This decision has thoroughly
aroused organised labor. 1 ra.it.
J. Weber, secretary ol the Mi-
lwaukee Federated Trades Coun-
cil, is ;i ileasanti mild-manner- ed

man. For some tune he has bee.,
a member oi the Wisconsin legis-
lature. At a meeting of the ee

Trades lou.cd the
courts decision iii tne Arkansas
case was disc sseu a:. a denounced
us 'tlW most uesperute usn ..t Oh
uruo.is ,et uttenij tiu. Mid tne
miid-uiuhner- ed Weber S

"i had a dream tue other night,
and 1 saw t..e stieets ruunittj
with tne biooa ol working men
wuo were bei..g mowed dowu us
the grain before tne s.vthe by in.
machine g ms ol tne capitalist
class ...... uorror on horror multi-
plied before tue workers t .rued
on their economic euem.es. Then
i saw tue skies tight up ana de-

struction reigned ou a,, sidi
tun suc.i dreams be prophetic?

Is tne uiuotei ciass lo go step oy

step to tue point where peaceful
defense can no longer he used '.'

This coai case Ueeis.oa is tin
worst t..at was ever handed
down from the beuob. it means
that the workers are slaves aud
by court decision are tied to the

, industries. "

t THERE is V RL.v.5u.
Mr. L'itizen, ii you will but

think, you will have no trouble in

discovering w ny the cost ol lin-

ing goes up, w ny taxes increase.
and w uy government .s corrupt.

Tae nation, the state, the I'OUU- -

i ty, the municipality, are uothinj
tnan public corporations, for i-

llustration, let us take couuty.
Every citizen is supposed to be a
stockholder, and the total vveulth
mounts into tlie lUilliouS,

but it is a pubnc corporation,
and it is somet.nies said that

'that "what is everybody's busi
ness is nobody's business,' The
result is that the corporation is
poorly managed, ui.d the little
management it has is in the in-

terest of the few w ho make it
their business.

The w ealth of an a erate co .n-t-y

is probably twe. ty mill ou dol-
lars, ts.iiuiose a Drlvate corpora
tion with twenty million uoilars
would euwloy us officers men
whose chief u ualif icatioi.s were
to shake hands and talk any way
to please tue listener ;

this corporation em-

ployed as attorney to look alter
its legal affairs the lawyer who
knew the least, and whom no
cautious individual would trust
with a case beyond a justice
court?

How far do you suppose a pri-

vate corporation would get?

"Is this land rich."' asked the
pi collective purchaser, cautlous'.v.

"It certainly ought to be,'' re-

plied the gentlemanly-fiMine- r. "1

aave put all the money I hud into
it "Richmond Times-Dispatc- h.

Stick to the unmuzzled Kicker

CAN'T UiDL THE TRUTH.
Try aw nai l !lri they may, thesupporters of the capitalist sys-

tem cannot conceal tne wholetruth ubout its Workings, and of-
ten let the cut out of the bag.

They do not Intend to do tins
hut most of them are so dud aud
ho ignorant of the workings ofthe system the SUppol t thatuiey unconscious admit Us de-
fects.

Jn this respect ti banks andinsurance people are tne grea-
test clowns, in many their ad-
vertisements tne Wood-pi- le is re-
moved and the colored gentleman
ihercile.,iy exposed. in (i local
papei appears this advertisemi
ol an insurance ugent:

When hundred bjMlthj men
now jiS years of age reach theage ol 0:., thirty-Si-X Will be deudone rich, lour wealthy, rive ableto w oik, aud 0-- dependent on rel-
atives, friends or enarity.'1

No.v, these are fuels, gathered
ru many years of insurance ex-

perience, is tii.it not a fearfulshowing for ,, nation thai lavsclaim to civilisation and enligh-tenmentto -- ay nothing abr.it allthat 'humanity1 President Wil-son tell, u about? .No sav!lrft.tribe can ee .a, it in caiamltJ intime oi peace. Sixty-fiv- e years
is no age for human beings iucer suae and humane conditionswho are healthy at Z. et ;p:
out of every buudren HEALTHSpersoms are ground into profit
before tne age of or. :

Then what of the remaining
'4V Only ten ure better off thanthe 30 who died. Five were ableto gr ab enough to keep tin in r.

old uge; five are still Working
and 54 ark PAUPERS aud are
either in the poor bouse or de-
pendent on relatives or friends.

Could u fsociulist paint the pic-
ture any blacker'.' Walker should
change his adv. in the Democrat.
Too much "Socialism.

ANYTHINU BUT A UNION
From the Milwaukee Leader.

There is always something new
in the class struggle, although
it is always the same oi l rigiit.
Tlie New nvi street car owners
found a new bole thru which to
etawi out oi an arbitration set-
tlement.

Uy the terms of the arbitration
agreement the corporation was
to deal with representatives of
the organised employes. To a
person with an ordinary under-
standing ol the facts and the En-
glish language this meant that
un agreement was to be made
with the Amalgamated Street
Car workers.

.Not at all. The employers had
another lexicon with the "lex'
left oat and the "con emphasis-
ed, by an 'organization they
understood a union which they
had in their minds, and nowhere
else, but which quickly took form
in a nice tame union, belonging
to the same breed as the one
Rockefeller i raising on his Colo-
rado niiiuag territory.

but the New lork traction
magnates improved on the Rocke-
feller breed, w uj;-- has shown
some signs of intractability. Uy
crossing the Standard 'il union
with a baseball league they pro-
duced an individual contract such
as the world has never know n e.

Whiie the real Amalgamate 1

union officials were waiting at
the church, or soiuev) here else,
lor fullf illtueut ol tue promised
agreement, the traction officers
signed up several thousand oi
their employes to this individual
contract, it now appears that
this contract is a fearful aid
wonderful document.

it is modeled on the baseball
league contracts. These sia
away ad possible present and
prospective anu hoped for rights
of the individual, in this ease if

ah employe jo.ued U real uniou or
struck or did uhnosi. anything
els e the bosses did not like he
could be sued lor breach of con-

tract.
vv uen the utaoii asked that the

terms ol the arbitration award
be lived up to the street car man-
agers it paeu that there wa
nothing to arbitrate.' Up i '

dale UOU G ol tue papers that
threw lits ou the sacred principle
of arbitration as applied to rail-

roads i, as denounced tne attitude
of the New iork tract. on trust.
Neither has Hughes mentioned
the matter in bis speeches.

The wasges of the street ear
workers are too low for a decent
existence. Their hours are so
long that their lives are very

short.
There is a public service com-'regulu- te

mission to the compu- -

nlu mid iruarautee them divid
ends on property that they swin-

dled the municipality out of.
This commission docs not try to
-- regulate' wages or guarantee
the employes a living.

The only hope the men have,
while private ownership lasts, is
in their union. The bosses know
ihiu sv the one tiling they fight
on the economic field is a union.

'Pi. miIv nther wav out. ana
the only permanent way out, is
through the use of political pow-

er to take the street cars out of
private ownership.

STARTS NEW CROP.
Wlfey When 1 married you I

thought you'd sown your wild
oats. .

Hubby With all your money,
my dear, it would have been a
shame not to start another
crop. Chicago News.

Bttok to the unmussled Kicker.


